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Winners from the Microsoft Office Specialist
World Champions contest on finding focus
and friends at the competition

Young Post talks to two teenage techies about juggling school and social life
and still finding time to win gold in the MOS World Champions competition

By Wong Tsui-kai September 20, 2017
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Ken Yip Pak-ming (left) and Cheng Wai-fung (right). Winners of the Microsoft Office Specialist World Champions
2017 in the Powerpoint 2013 and Word 2016 catagories.
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Presenting and documenting facts are among the building
blocks of modern society. Putting them together in a format
everyone can access is one of the most understatedly useful and
intricate skills one can learn.

Ken Yip Pak-ming and Cheng Wai-fung would know: they went
to Anaheim, California, in the United States, over the summer
for the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) World Champions
competition. And they brought home the gold.

The competition was first held in 2002, and challenges
students aged 13-22 to demonstrate their skills in three
Microsoft Office applications: Word, Excel and PowerPoint.
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More than 560,000 students from 122 countries entered and
157 made it through to the finals, competing for up to
US$7,000 in prize money in each category.

HKU mechanical engineering students head to
France as Airbus Fly Your Ideas 2017 competition
finalists

Belilios students shine in JSSE competition with
idea to make travelling on the MTR more pleasant

for Hongkongers

Ken, 16, of Buddhist Sin Tak College also showed the same
attention to detail in his PowerPoint category, although he
didn’t have the time to check over his answers. “They gave us a
finished product and we had to recreate the six slides. We were
graded first on accuracy, then on speed. I would rather be slow
than wrong.”

With competitions, the upcoming DSE and his involvement in
the Red Cross, Ken is a very busy student. “I don’t think it’s
stressful doing something you like. There are no real tips to
handle it all. Time management, prioritisation, and sleeping
well are key.”

While he went to California alone (Welkin Systems Limited
sponsored all the Hong Kong competitors), his friends and
family were there with him in spirit. “The event was streamed
live and I'm very touched and thankful that they would stay up
till 2am or 3am to watch it.”

For anyone tempted to take on a challenge they’ve never
tried,the advice he offers is simple: “Seize the chance to try new
things. Take the initiative. Follow your interests.”
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