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 It's ten o'clock now. But the Halloween craze down in Ocean Park is still yet 
to end. While people find thrills in passing through the scary tunnels packed with 
surprises prepared by ghosts and vampires, we got a much bigger surprise here 
presented by the global economic turmoil this month. This means more layoffs by 
ailing companies, shrinking purchasing power among consumers in the markets, 
rise of dissatisfaction --- which the whole picture casts a dire future for our HK 
government to deal with. 
 Perhaps that's why our Chief Executive Donald Tsang today announced an 
unconditional raise on the old age allowance --- to stop further polarisation 
between the ruling authority and 60% of the ruled. Sarcastically, it was only when 
Tsang was about to have his fruits served after lunch then he suddenly realised 
the acuteness of the problems faced by the elderly and came into an applauded 
conclusion of "let's put the ''Fruits' Money" up to a thousand to whoever reached 
65". Bravo! Our opinions have finally been listened instead of been heard. 
 This reminds me of the experience after the participation of the joint-school 
Policy Address consultation at the near end September. Script's been prepared 
for the 6-min presentation on the assigned topic of social livelihood. Rehearse 
intensively so as not to drop lines. Constant improvements on how to make the 
character (Paul as old man heading to hospital, me as norm teen) sounds real. 
But above all it was the part thinking suggestions which require originality dreads 
me most - equally true is that I got a chance to practise creative thinking and 
critical insights which could in future apply to many fields of study. What's more, 
hard works will eventually pay off. It may not be an immediate response, neither 
will it be in face-to-face. 
 But if the person you are talking to is a political celebrity like Chief Executive 
Donald Tsang, all as a student could ask for would be nothing less than watching 
the news and speeches delivered by him, just to see if he's really listening to the 
"deeps" of our meticulously planned drama which was required to congregate 
issues concerning to an yet increasing 7 million citizens' livelihood within six 
minutes.  
 Yet after seeing today's night news round-up highlighting the raise in old 
age allowance, I could somehow feel that even a small voice would have been 
heard way across to such a high position of the Executive. 
 Here a boiled elderly issue has been temporarily solved. Let's hope that our 
Chief Executive would have enough empathy (and perhaps later comes up with a 
more logical sense of connection between fruits and old age allowance) for the 
victims -to-be in the coming economic crisis. 
 
P.S. We later got invited to be allowed into the Legislative Council later in mid-
October for the listening of the Executive's Policy Address. An unexpected 
surprise! 




