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When we talk about architecture, we may think of those historical gothic style buildings or some giant-monster-
like modern structures. However, to us “architecture” maybe just like some identical block of bricks. Most of our iconic
landmarks like Tower IFC, Bank of China  or Central Plaza are commercial buildings which look more or less the same. We also
see plenty residential buildings which are designed based on how they can be built to maximize their capacity. So, what
does “architecture” really mean? Luckily, you will find more possibilities than you think with further reading, though the

situation in Hong Kong is a bit upsetting.

" ]
D | ' 3 B ! =
— e ——— e = ¢ > N

NS, | ©
{D B e
= .r-rb..\' s H":‘

s

] 138 I .. 4
- __ mil . - = R g - B B
A

SuiNel  Vertical Horizon#43, Photography, Romain Jacquet-Lagréze
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Architecture

is not just about

building something good-

looking or functional. It creates the
physical space for community, promotes
tastes, and most importantly, it determines
the way we live. People always think that
we should let the architects to work on the
design for us, without realising that the
infrastructure, public areas, or even the

streets you walk along every day. Every single

detail of our life is under manipulation. City

planning is a big issue, but how can we get

involved? We can starts with the way we

think.

In most cities of the

world, city planning is the
responsibility of the government.
Most of us just pay tax and get
the ready-built apartments which

may not fulfil our needs and taste

fully. Chilean architect Alejandro
Aravena, winner of the Pritzker
Architecture  Prize in 2016,
has suggested some bottom up

approaches in the building process.
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and his “do

tank”, Elemental, aim to alleviate

poverty and eliminate slums using a

participatory approach that engages

local communities in early stages of
the design process.

One of his projects in

Chile, named “Quinta Monroy”,

works on some social housing for

the government. Normally, social

8 housing is situated in remote area

that is isolated from the city in

Chile. In 2004, the government

would like to rehouse a group of
residence in the central location so
that the underprivileged families
can get access to better chance for

work, education, and transport.

However, the project will
cost a lot in the expenses for land
in the central area, that means little
budget will be left for infrastructure
and other facilities. As expected,
most of the agencies proposed a
smaller home size to reduce cost.
It will definitely scarify the living

standard of the residents.

Alejandro Aravena and his
teammate finally came up with an
innovative idea — to only build half-
a-house. His idea is very simple.
The team finished the essential core
framework of a house, which is the
part that residents couldn’t build on
their own. Then the family could
expand their own home to different
extend, and modify it according to

their own need from time to time.

This idea can turn the social
housing project into an investment

rather than an expense, since social

housing often loses its value from

the moment it is built.

Through the development of
the other half of the house, residents
developed a sense of pride, ownership

and belonging to their homes.

The concept also proposed
a new insight to channel people’s
own capacity for building their own

home.
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Artist
Worlshops

This year, we invited several young local artists to arrange a
series of workshop for our students to have further exploration
in their artistic languages. These extraordinary workshops
challenged students’ existing knowledge and helped boosting
their creativity and problem solving skills.




Natural Material
Collage Workshop

Creative Board Game
Design Workshop

Wood Crafting Workshop




Joss Paper Design Workshop ‘ - 5 \ Stenciling Workshop




Miss. Ling Pui Sze is a local contemporary visual artist who is specialist in experimental
Chinese ink and mixed media. Her artwork is exhibited in solo and group exhibitions in both
Hong Kong and Taiwan. Her major concern is nature and social issue. She has been selected
for several artist residency programmes and her work has been collected by private
collector. She also works as an  art administrator for managing different local art events and in

private galleries.

Miss Tang Pui Ling is a soloist and she works with the University ~Philharmonic ~ Orchestra  and
Hong Kong Symphony Society Youth Orchestra. She has been the Concertmaster of Hong Kong
Scout Association Orchestra and Principal Second Violin of Hong Kong  Medical Association  Orchestra
in 2004-2007. She has been playing in local professional ensembles including the Composers Guild
Ensemble, Hong Kong Strings, New Philharmonia of Hong Kong, China Philharmonic Orchestra
and Hong Kong Symphony Orchestra. She is currently the guest artist “of the Hong Kong Youth Life

Orchestra to promote classical music for the needs.
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