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Sing a song of cities.

If you do,
This is the opening poem 
of Lee Bennett Hopkins’ 
new picture book poetry 
collection, City I Love, 
illustrated by Marcellus Hall 
and released by Abrams 
Books for Young Readers. 
This is a collection of eighteen 
poems from Hopkin, poems 
serve as a tribute to big cities 
of the world and everything 
that makes them pop. They 
also show us the diversity of 
city life.



An American in Paris
City - Music

Gershwin
An American in Paris is a 
symphonic tone poem written 
by the American composer 
George Gershwin in 1928. 
Inspired by the time he had 
spent in Paris, it evokes the 
sights and energy of the 
French capital in the 1920s 
and is one of his best-known 
compositions.

George Gershwin was born 
on September 26, 1898, in 
New York. He dropped out 
of school and began playing 
piano professionally at the 
age of 15. Within a few years, 
he became one of the most 
sought-after musicians in 
America. As he is a composer 
of jazz, opera and popular 
songs for stage and screen, 
many of his works are now 
well known.

Famous works: 
Rhapsody in Blue
An American in Paris
Porgy and Bess



Shanghai Overture
Orchestral Season

Shanghai Overture is inspired 
by two well-known traditional 
Chinese compositions, 
General’s Degree ( ) 
and Purple Bamboo ( ). 
Whereas both came from the 
same region near Shanghai, 
they differ vastly in character 
and color, one is grand and 
powerful while the other is 
light and elegant. 

Bright Sheng
is a Chinese-American 
composer, conductor, 
and pianist. He is the 
New York City Ballet’s 
first composer-in-
residence.

Sheng’s music is noted for its 
lyrical and limpid melodies, a 
Shostakovich sense of breath 
in music phrases, a Bartokian 
sense of rhythmic propulsion, 
and dramatic and theatrical 
gestures. Many of Sheng’s 
works have strong Chinese and 
Asian influences, a result of his 
diligent study of Asian musical 
cultures for over three decades.

September 2013
Shanghai Overture for orchestra

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Jaap van Zweden, conductor

Hong Kong Cultural Center Concert Hall



City - Readings
Invisible Cities, by Italo Calvino

Published in Italian in 1972, Italo Calvino’s 
Invisible Cities consists of a sequence of 
imaginary dialogues between the Venetian 
traveler Marco Polo and the Tartar emperor 
Kublai Khan. In the course of these 
discussions, the young Polo describes a series 
of metropolises, each of which bears a woman’s 
name, and each of which is radically different 
from all the others. The descriptions of these 
cities are arranged in eleven groups in Calvino’s 
text: Cities and Memory, Cities and Desire, 
Cities and Signs, Thin Cities, Trading Cities, 
Cities and Eyes, Cities and Names, Cities and 
the Dead, Cities and the Sky, Continuous Cities, 
and Hidden Cities.

In The Little Prince, a small boy leaves the tiny planet 
on which he lives alone, on a trip to Earth, where he is 
introduced to the vagaries of adult behaviour. "Letter to a 
Hostage" is an open letter to a Jewish intellectual in hiding 
in occupied France.

o

The Little Prince & 
Letter to a Hostage  



The Right to the City, by Henri Lefebvre

Henri Lefebvre wrote this book while working as 
a taxi driver in Paris in the 60s. No longer content 
with his communist colleagues, the author of the 
famous Critique of Everyday Life created this short, 
philosophical meditation on urban ills. Completed 
shortly before the events of May 1968, this book has 
remained a rallying cry for the city as a location for 
change.

The Image of the City

What does the city’s form actually mean to 
the people who live there? What can the city 
planner do to make the city’s image more 
vivid and memorable to the city dweller? 
To answer these questions, Mr. Lynch, 
supported by studies of Los Angeles, Boston, 
and Jersey City, formulates a new criterion-
-imageability--and shows its potential value 
as a guide for the building and rebuilding of 
cities.The wide scope of this study leads to an 
original and vital method for the evaluation 
of city form. The architect, the planner, and 
certainly the city dweller will all want to read 
this book.

Any Books you want to share with us?

Please feel free to contact us! 
Email: lcy@cfss.edu.hk or peonylokcy@gmail.com



Marvelous CityMarvelous CityMarvelous City
Matcha green tea flavored ice cream is a perfect dessert to serve after a 
Japanese-style meal. 

Matcha Green Tea Ice Cream

Ingredients:

STEPS:
1. Mix hot water and green tea powder together in a bowl and set aside. 
2. Lightly whisk egg yolks in a pan. 
3. Add sugar in the pan and mix well. 
4. Gradually add milk in the pan and mix well. 
5. Put the pan on low heat and heat the mixture, stirring constantly. 
6. When the mixture is thickened, remove the pan from the heat. 
7. Soak the bottom of the pan in ice water and cool the mixture. 
8. Add green tea in the egg mixture and mix well, cooling in ice water. 
9. Add whipped heavy cream in the mixture and stir gently. 
10. Pour the mixture in an ice cream maker and freeze, following instructions of      
the ice cream maker. 

*Makes 4-6 servings



Chazuke 

A simple Japanese dish made by pouring green tea, dashi, or hot water 
over cooked rice. It is commonly eaten as a late night snack or as a quick 
breakfast in Japan.

Ingredients:
1 cup cooked Japanese short grained rice 
(warm)
1 cup green tea (hot)
1 ounce cooked salmon
1 inch nori (cut thinly)
1 teaspoon toasted sesame seeds

STEPS:
1. Place the rice in a bowl 
and top with the salmon, 
nori and sesame seeds.
2. Pour in the green tea.

USEFUL WEB LINKS :

ochazuke.html



Interview with Maron Bouillie
Who is Maron Bouillie?

Maron Bouillie is a visual artist, designer and photographer. In 2003, she 
established her own company and label, Maron Bouillie, under which she 
launched her first collection of lifestyle products.  Through photography 
and printing, she creates products based on her photographic images. She 
is inspired by her childhood, her rambles through the wilderness as well as 
by French culture and traditions. Her collections are made 100% in France 
or Japan and distributed internationally. An environmentalist herself, she 
began using organic and ethical materials in her collections. 

 L:  Lin Chi Ho, Jeffery
M: Maron Bouillie

L: Are there any similarities between Paris old shops and Hong Kong old 
shops?

M: Paris old shops and Hong Kong old shops are not similar to each other 
because we do not use and eat the same things. For example, herboristerie 
(herbal shop) in Paris are different from the one in Hong Kong and the 
vegetables we have in France are also different. In Hong Kong, we have choi 
sum ( ). In France, we have tomato. It is difficult to compare France and 
Hong Kong because they are very different two places.



L: How about the difference between the shop keepers in France and Hong 
Kong? For example, their attitude, way of speaking or lifestyle.

M: I think it is very different from the two. For example, in Paris, teenagers 
will go to the old shops and it is very fashionable to go in Au Prtit Fer a 
Cheval ( A Café in Paris).

L: Why do you make use of photos in your  
products, like bags, handkerchief, etc.?

M: Because I like to play with the ratio. For 
example, my bags print with vegetable is made 
according to the real size of the vegetable. 
So, you will not know whether the vegetable 
printed on the bag is real or not. My first idea 
is to make use of picture, of real things.



L: Why do you use the photo of old store to make bags?
M: Because when we do shopping, we bring a bag as we want to put what we 
buy inside. And I think it is very funny if I carry a little “shop” with me but I 
am shopping on  another shop. This is how this collection of bag is designed. 

L: Why do you like those old shops in France?
M: Because it is very topical and lots of these store in Paris are disappearing, 
I think it is very important to take a photo of them for everyone. For me, 
each of them is like a little museum. Everybody goes to The Louvre or other 
famous museums,  but on the streets, we have different museums but nobody 
see them. That’s why I want to let others see this kind of special museum and 
share my feeling with them. 

L: Have you faced any difficulties when you make these bags?
M: Yes, but it’s really too difficult. There are problems about the reflection on 
the window when I am taking photos for those shops. I need to explain a lot 
with the shopkeepers about my project as I need to get the agreement to take 
those photos for my product. But all in all, there are no big problems. 

More information about Maron:



Design Movies

To encourage a school 
life balanced with 
both academic and co-
curricular activities, the 
School bring students to
PolyU Design Annual 
Show 2013.

In the PolyU Design Annual 
Show 2013, our students

fresh designs from graduates

new landmark for design 

Date:
9th September, 2013
4:30p.m - 6:00 p.m
Location: The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University Design Annual Show 2013 

Arts Event



Lewis W. Hine
American sociologist and 
photographer

Lewis Hine, who was best known for his use 
of photography as a means to achieve social 
reform. In his hand, the camera became a 
powerful means of recording social injustice 
and labor abuses. His photographs were 
instrumental in changing the child labor 
laws in the United States.

City



Roger Mayne (born 1929 in Cambridge) is an English photographer, most 
famous for his documentation of the children of Southam Street, London.

Roger Mayne

Photography



Hong Kong
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